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Welcome to 7th Grade Social Studies! This year, we will explore U.S. History from its beginnings to 1877. The English Colonies, the American Revolution, Forming a Government, the Constitution, launching the nation, the Jefferson Era, the Impact on Foreign Policies, the age of Jackson, expanding to the west, the South's Economic Expansion, the impact on immigration, the different nation movement before the Civil War, During the Civil War, and post-war toward reconstructing the nation. We will navigate all the different parts of U.S. history through reading, watching videos, analyzing each topic, writing analytically and creatively, collaborating on projects, and engaging in class discussions. The 7th Grade curriculum will focus heavily on developing your strengths as readers and writers, including your understanding of historical vocabulary, reviewing charts, reading maps, and organizing data for real-life applications.  
Additionally, in keeping with the school’s mission, our curriculum will embrace an anti-racist philosophy to promote diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice in the classroom, where students feel welcome (Immaculate Conception Jr/Hg Handbook). 
The textbook used for the syllabus is: 
Deverell, W., & Gray-White, D. (2009). The United States History and New York State History: Beginnings to 1877. Copyright by Holt McDogal—publishing: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Co., Austin, TX.
Unit 1: Our Colonial Heritage: Key ideas for this unit include the study of New York State and United States history, which requires analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the ways shared values, practices, and traditions unite people. (Southern, Middle, and New England Colonies: their life and conflict, and the impact of freedom of religion. (Deverell & White, 2009)
Unit 2: A New Nation: The key idea of this unit is the skill of historical analysis, including the ability to explain the significance of historical evidence, weigh the importance and validity of evidence, understand the complexities of multiple causes, and recognize the importance of changing and competing interpretations of different historical developments. The impact of adding new states, understanding the geographical changes, and studying the constitutional origins; studying the major social, economic, cultural, and religious developments in New York and United States history; learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups; and preparing for the intermediate test (Deverell & White, 2009).
Unit 3: The New Republic: The key idea of this unit is social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions in New York State and United States history, illustrating the connections and interactions among people and events across time and from a variety of perspectives. From the Jefferson era, establishing the New Nation Identity, understanding and discussing the Indian removal treaties, and interpreting map expansion and its effects on the new nation (Deverell & White, 2009).
Unit 4: The Nation Expands: The key idea is to study major social, economic, cultural, and religious development in New York and United States history, and the various roles individuals and groups play when shaping the New Nation cause and effect in the industrial revolution in America, changes in working life, transportation and other technological advancements how this affect the cotton industry, southern life style and the slave system.  The impact of individual rights and beliefs, and the reformation of society with the rise of immigration, American arts, women's rights, and the movement to end slavery, and various debates that cause division within the nation.  In addition, we will discuss and analyze, using evidence from the text, and explore charts, maps, and other relevant data to support your studies (Deverell & White, 2009). 
Unit 5 (8th grade): The Nation Breaks Apart: the key ideas are to understand various perspectives and the social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions of New York and the United States, as well as historical facts that influenced and shaped the Civil War across the nation, and upon ending the Civil War, what steps the nation took to begin reconstruction and unite the nation again (Deverell & White, 2009).
Unit 6: A Growing America: The key ideas are to evaluate, discuss major events that shape the social, economic, cultural, and religious development in New York and the United States that illustrate the history and the impact of the West on American culture, which involves miners, ranchers, and railroads, farming, and populism.  The impact of the United States as the World’s most powerful Industrial Nation and how it changes the new wave of immigration, the growth in the cities, and how it affects the industrial revolution (Deverell & White, 2009). 

Unit 7: The Beginning of Modern America: The Key Ideas of political, economic, cultural, and social changes that shape the history of New York and the United States. The impact of women's suffrage, the progressive movement, workplace reform, minority rights, the rise of the United States as a world power, the acquisition of overseas territories and their relations with Latin America, and the impact their policies play in the road to World War I, before, during, and after the War (Deverell & White, 2009).
Unit 8: Boom Times and Challenges: The key ideas focus on major social, political, and cultural aspects, such as the impact of the younger generation on art, music, and other movements that allow them to express themselves. In addition, the impact of the stock market crash and the Great Depression, which led America to face hard times, and the beginning and end of World War II (Deverell & White, 2009). 
Unit 9: Postwar & Modern America: The key ideas important concept is about the early years of the Cold War and the impact of television and the beginning of a prosperous nation that led to the civil rights movement, the impact of equal rights and justice for all that changed the nation politically, economically, culturally, and religiously in New York and the United States. Additionally, how public opinion affects the United States foreign policies that led to the Vietnam War years (Deverell & White, 2009). 

CLASSROOM Rules: Follow the Class Rule.
1) Treat everyone with respect, and disrespectful behavior will be addressed immediately. Be kind. Be a generous listener and sharer. Go above and beyond to help create a positive, respectful, and encouraging learning space. Do not use offensive language, names, slurs, or words that have the power to harm oneself or others. We do not bully our classmates or anyone in the school.
2) Classroom Etiquette: Raise your hand to speak and listen to others who are speaking.  You may not speak out of turn. Avoid impeding, compromising, and disrupting the learning process.
3) Consequences for misbehavior: a three-star warning on the whiteboard will be implemented every time the students do not behave properly. 
4) Enter the classroom quietly.
5) Be on your assigned SEAT when the bell rings.  
· First tardiness - free.  
· Second – warning. 
· Third and fourth- after-school detention, and parents will be notified.  
· Fifth – eight or more - Referral to V.P. 
· Frequent tardies will lower citizenship grades.

6) Be in your seat during all exercises.  May sharpen pencils between exercises, before or after class only. You can move to classroom activities such as group table discussions, presentations, or any other independent studies. Be adventurous! Writing is vulnerable, yet you will learn and grow from taking risks with your writing. Be kind to classmates' suggestions or feedback.
7) Attend class every day.
8) Remain in class unless permitted to leave.  Four-bathroom passes will be given per term. Therefore, they should be used only in emergencies.  Any unused pass is worth four points on the final.  Please alert the instructor of any medical exceptions by writing a note for your student.

9) Do not eat or drink anything during class, including gum.  

10) Have materials in class: pencil, pen, paper, book, and anything else needed to participate in class.  No book, no participation points for the day. Items needed: a red pen, green whiteboard markers, a college-ruled notebook 8.5 x 11 or larger, or any colored pencil as needed. If you do not have any of the above, please ask the teacher, and the material will be provided from the donation box.
11) Do not use devices during class, including cell phones, unless given permission for instruction or for certain activities related to the lesson.  The first and second violations will result in an instructor warning and extra homework.  The third, and more serious, will result in the parents and the Vice Principal being notified so they can take further action.  
12) To keep parents informed of students’ progress, performance, and behavior, parents will be contacted.  Please feel free to contact me as well.  My email address is williamrodriguezreyes504@gmail.com. 

ACADEMIC GRADES

Categories

Oral Participation and classwork: 10%

Homework: 40% (May be used on most tests)

Quizzes, tests (oral and written) 25%. 
Journal: 5% (Check once at the end of each month).
Attendance: 5% 
Group Projects: 15%
Speaking and Participation: This grade is based on participation points that students earn by volunteering answers, participating actively in dialogues, presentations, and taking oral exams if needed. The participation grade also includes participation in class activities. The participation points are recorded daily. 
Group Work Grading: 
Collaboration is a valued part of learning at any educational institution. Students will work in groups throughout the year and are expected to contribute equally to the group. However, as per the social studies classroom, “Grades are based on individual performance, not the group’s.”

· While as teachers, we do encourage the development of collaborative skills and habits of mind, the purpose of group work is for all students to learn the content and demonstrate mastery of skills. 
· Students will therefore be assessed individually on what they have learned from the group project and/or what they have contributed to it. This can be assessed orally or in writing. 
· Therefore, I do not assign grades to group projects. The projects themselves are formative activities designed to encourage thought and engagement with the material, enabling students to analyze data, read a map, and review evidence to think critically about the facts presented.
· All projects must include clear, organized objectives or a chart organizer to assist the students in presenting their thoughts as clearly as possible.
Homework: Will be given ALMOST EVERY DAY, including most weekends, and will be checked and/or turned in nearly every day, depending on the weekly lessons.  Since most classwork is either group activities or individual work, completing homework assignments is crucial for written proficiency and overall progress in explaining historical events.  
PARENTS!  Please help by checking the students’ homework!  Homework instructions will be written on student worksheets given daily, and grades will be updated at least once a week or as needed.  
· Students will receive full credit for completing mostly accurate work.

· Students will receive half of the points for completing work or for multiple errors (50%) of the total points.

· The students will receive 2.5 points for incomplete, largely inaccurate work (more than 50% of errors).

· ZERO POINTS FOR ASSIGNMENT NOT TURNED IN.  No other late homework will be accepted unless students provide a proper excuse or have made prior arrangements for an absence, special circumstances, special instructions, or unfinished classroom work, and need additional assistance with the material.  
· For every day of excused or unexcused absence and for every day missed due to a one-day or two-day suspension, a student will receive a day to make up the work missed. 
· No make-up work is allowed for work missed because of a cut or negligence due to forgotten assignments.  Frequently missing homework affects the citizenship grade. 
· Absent students must request homework assignments or send an email to the instructor to receive them.  
· The homework will be turned in at the beginning of the class, daily, or as per lesson activities as required. 
· Students who do not do homework will be assigned tutorials on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during the eighth period. This is to assist with Homework or social studies lesson questions, or to provide any additional guidance to support students' learning progress.  
Tutorial: The volunteer and the Parents will need to sign the Tutorial form to authorize the student's participation in the program.
When students do not turn in their homework, they must complete a tutorial form that includes the date of the missed homework, a complete description of the assignment, and the date they plan to attend the tutorial.  
They must staple the completed homework to the form.  Students must be responsible for finding out what homework they missed. They must come with the form filled out to schedule a tutorial on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during the eighth period. This is to assist with Homework or Social studies lesson questions.  
NOTE: On Tuesday and Thursday during the eighth period, you can do any missed quizzes, exams, presentations, or any testing due to absences.
If a student has a D or an F, they must attend the tutorial.

Students must sign in and out to receive credit for tutorials.

If a student cannot attend the tutorial on the assigned day and time, they must tell the instructor BEFORE the end of the day to reschedule.  If there is no communication from the student or the parent/legal guardian, the student will receive a zero on assignments.

Suppose they are still struggling to finish the homework or need help with other sections of the classroom work. Please keep in mind that Tutorial time is not for socializing.  Friends are not invited.
Quizzes and tests:  
· There will be dictation quizzes written almost every day, and the dates that are not dictations will be approximately one test every two weeks, based on the subunits of the chapter. 

· The students will have a unit comprehensive exam to test their knowledge of the unit's lessons.  
· Students will also be tested orally during their presentation, either individual or group projects, in the classroom. 
· Students who miss tests, quizzes, or exams due to absence are responsible for making up all of them. (Parents, please check the grades on the questions or any missed testing.)  
· Students may retake tests under certain circumstances. If they receive a D or an F on a quiz, they may retake it at the instructor’s discretion. (Students, please see your instructor to set up a time to do so outside of class time.) 
· Students may not retake unit quizzes, midterms, or finals unless prior arrangements have been made between the parents, guardian, instructor, and students.
NOTE: Makeup test: On Tuesday and Thursday during the eighth period, you can do any missed quizzes, exams, presentations, or any testing due to absences or retake to improve grades. Please ensure you know the test number and date, and fill out the tutorial form.
MAJOR Assessments:
7th grade:
Unit 1: Our Colonial Heritage: answer 4 Document-Based Questions and part b (Write an essay based on documents and knowledge of the unit). Cover week 4 & 5, 23 October 2026.
Unit 2: A New Nation Cover week 6-12, 9-11 December 2026. Mid-Term, including Unit 2.
Unit 3: The New Republic Cover week 7-20, 24-26 February 2027, unit assessment.
Unit 4: Cover Week 21-28 10-14 May 2027. Unit Assessment.
Final Assessments State Requirements 10-26 May 2026.

8th Grade:

Unit 5 The Nation Breaks Apart Cover week 1-4 19-23 October Unit Assessment.
Unit 6 A Growing America Cover week 5-11, 4 December 2026 Unit Assessment.
Unit 7 The Beginning of Modern America: Cover week 12-18, 29 January 2027, Unit & Midterm Assessment. 
Unit 8 Boom Times and Challenges Cover week 19-23, 8-12 March 2027, Unit Assessment.
Unit 9 Postwar & Modern America Cover week 24-31, 17-21 May 2027, Unit Assessment.
Final Assessment review units 24-28 May 2027.

Citizenship grades will be lowered because of: 
· Missed homework, academic fraud, behavior in class, and frequent tardiness.  
· Cheating will result in a zero on the assignment and a D in citizenship for one grading period.   Any student and accomplices who are caught cheating during tests, quizzes, or any oral exam will receive a zero.
· If a student is caught cheating again, they will receive an F in citizenship. Copying another student’s homework constitutes cheating.  
· For a definition of cheating or academic fraud and more information on this topic, please refer to the student handbook.
Textbook and Supplemental Materials:  
· Deverell, W., & Gray-White, D. (2009). The United States History and New York State History: Beginnings to 1877. Copyright by Holt McDogal. Publishing: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Co., Austin, TX. 
· The school will provide the textbook, or if there is not enough text for everyone, the instructor will provide it in the form of a printable, which students will glue into a notebook if necessary. There is a digital copy of the textbook on the instructor's webpage.
· Students may use the school textbook for reference and to do homework or classroom group work.  

· Students will sign out the book to complete their homework, and they are responsible for any damage to the books.
· The student will receive a binder with document protectors to keep all their social studies lesson homework, quizzes, projects, and any handouts.
· Other resources used for grammar explanations, comprehensible input, and homework will be provided in advance or before lessons, or a link to any supplementary materials.
Journals, notebooks, and binders: Each notebook must be organized chronologically by term, with assignments, quizzes, homework, and any additional materials. The rubric, a table of contents, grammar notes, all student handouts, vocabulary, and bonus words should be in the binder.   
Note: Homework (HW) must be kept in order in a binder. Each HW has a number that identifies it within the lesson.  
It is worth 50 points (any missing assignment will be deducted according to the Rubric or grading scale).
Please read the syllabus and classroom rules, discuss them with your parent or guardian, and return the signed documents by Friday. 

I have read and understood the class syllabus for 7th-grade or 8th-grade Social Studies with Mr. William Rodriguez-Reyes. I understand my expectations and the tools at my disposal to succeed in class this year. I understand the restrictions on device use in the classroom and agree to abide by the class rules. I also give my permission for audio taping, photographing, or videotaping in the classroom for educational purposes, and for my essays to be shared for educational purposes. I also give my permission to the instructor to have co-administrative privileges on blogs, websites, and other electronic forums. In addition to meeting the academic standards and expectations of this course, I believe in academic honesty. I will only do work that I have completed myself and not taken from any unauthorized source other than the textbook and any supplemental reading material provided by the teacher.
Student Name: ________________________________________________

Parent signature: _______________________________________________

(Guardian or Sponsor Signature)
Parent Email address: ___________________________________________
(Guardian or Sponsor Email address)

Guidance Counselor: _______________________Signature: _____________________________

Guidance Counselor Email address: ________________________________ 

Principal: ____________________Signature: ________________________________________

Principal Email address: _________________________________________

Spanish Instructor: Mr. William Rodriguez-Reyes Signature: ___________________________

Spanish Instructor Email address: williamrodriguezreyes504@gmail.com.
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